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Eight year-old Jeff Cybaptiste stands in front of his family’s Habitat house, which withstood the earthquake of January 12th. 
It is one of 183 Habitat homes in the area, which were the closest Habitat houses to the epicenter of the earthquake. Initial 
reports indicate that only eight of these homes sustained damage; by comparison, it is estimated that 8,000 non-Habitat 
homes were destroyed in the surrounding areas.
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The Haiti Advocacy Working Group (HAWG)

The Haiti Advocacy Working Group formed shortly after the devastating January 12, 2010 earthquake 
to coordinate advocacy efforts for effective and just disaster relief, reconstruction and long-term U.S. 
development policy toward Haiti. Composed of more than 30 diverse groups representing a wide 
cross-section of the NGO community, the HAWG has focused on the following priority areas: 

What is the HAWG?

Who is the HAWG?

ActionAid USA
American Jewish World Service
Bread for the World
Center for Economic and Policy Research
Center for Human Rights and Global Justice
at New York University School of Law
Church World Service
Environmental Justice Initiative for Haiti
Foreign Policy in Focus
Gender Action
Grassroots International
Groundswell International
Habitat for Humanity
Haiti Reborn/Quixote Center
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society
Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti
Jesuit Refugee Service/USA
Jubilee USA Network

Lambi Fund of Haiti
Latin America Working Group
Lutheran World Relief
MADRE
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. -
Washington Office
National Lawyers Guild - Environmental
Justice Center
Outreach International
Oxfam America
Partners in Health
Robert F. Kennedy Center for
Justice and Human Rights
TransAfrica Forum
United Methodist Church, General Board of
Church and Society
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
Washington Office on Latin America

• Promoting Haitian civil society inclusion and leadership in relief and reconstruction
• Prioritizing rural and agricultural development needs
• Encouraging local procurement and decentralization of aid
• Supporting fair immigration policy for Haitians
• Raising awareness on gender and women’s issues
• Ensuring support through U.S. and multilateral aid commitments and full debt relief
• Promoting safe, sanitary and adequate shelter



Ayiti Leve Kanpe

More than one year after the devastating earthquake on January 12, 2010, 

conditions in Haiti remain dire. Today there are 800,000 displaced Haitians and 

the lack of food, water, and other necessities is an ongoing crisis throughout 

Haiti. The cholera epidemic has claimed the lives of more than 4,672 Haitians 

and hospitalized 252,640 others.  This photo and story exhibition is a commem-

orative piece that captures the realities  Haitians continue to face, the spirit of 

perseverance, and illustrates how grassroots and other civil society leaders are 

striving to create a more equitable Haiti. The images and stories comprised in 

this exhibition are from member organizations of the Haiti Advocacy Working 

Group and their local Haitian grassroots partners.
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International Rescue Committee - Children at play in an IDP Camp February 24, 2010



Ezra Millstein
Habitat for Humanity International, Port-au-Prince, Haiti (2/15/10)-A man collects broken pieces of the pews in 
Haiti’s National Cathedral, to use for firewood. The building was destroyed by the January 12th earthquake.

Ezra Millstein
Habitat for Humanity International, Port-au-Prince, Haiti (2/6/10)-A man burns body parts among the ruins of a 
collapsed building, three weeks after the January 12th earthquake.
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Habitat for Humanity International, Petionville, Haiti (2/12/10)-A woman participates in a prayer vigil in the cen-
ter of a tent city in Place St. Pierre, marking one month since the devastating earthquake of January 12th.

Habitat for Humanity International LEOGANE, HAITI (6/27/10)-A man mourns the loss of his wife during a ser-
vice at the church that 35 year-old Rose Flore Charles attends every week, with her 2 year-old daughter Guallina 

Delva and 6 year-old son Joverson Charles.



Injustices of Cholera: Reflections from the Saint 
Marc Prison
By Beat rice Lind strom, Lawyers’ Earth quake Response Net work Fellow

We’re led through the court yard past the cell where the women are held, the sun beat ing down around us.  I catch glimps-
es of peo ple sit ting on turned-over buck ets, the only “fur ni ture” in the cells, peer ing back at us through thick metal bars.  
I don’t yet know what proper prison eti quette is: do I greet them with a smile to acknowl edge their human ity, or does this 
dis re gard the hor ror of their situation?

The cells are bru tally over crowded: this one holds 18 pris on ers in a space 8 ft by 10 ft, a worst-case sce nario for rapid 
spread of cholera.  It’s not until I get home that I let my mind pon der the details of the every-day real ity of liv ing in indef i 
nite con fine ment with 17 other peo ple in a space the size of my small kitchen.

80 per cent of pris on ers in Haiti have never been con victed of a crime, and I won der what set of mis for tunes caused 
these women to end up here.

There are 411 pris on ers in the Saint Marc prison, liv ing in about 20 cells. Cholera was first reported here last week, and 
now there are 24 sus pected cases.

A prison offi cer shows us the makeshift cholera ward, where those who have fallen ill are kept in quar an tine in the far cor 
ner of the prison.  The first cell holds those who are under obser va tion.  They are sep a rated from those with full-blown 
symp toms, who lie in a dif fer ent cell on beds with holes cut out of them and buck ets under neath.  They look tired, 
exhausted, life less.  IV rehy dra tion bags pro vided by Part ners in Health are sus pended from the ceil ing, and a nurse, 
another inmate who vol un teered to look after the sick, sits at the front of the room.  I don’t know if she has pro fes sional 
train ing, but at least she’s there.

As one of its key cholera strate gies, Haiti’s Min istère de la Santé Publique et de la Pop u la tion (MSPP) has devel oped a 
com mu ni ca tion cam paign that includes a series of posters that demon strate var i ous ways to pre vent cholera.  Color-
ful car toons illus trate the impor tance of wash ing fruits and veg eta bles with treated water and dis pos ing of fecal mat 
ter and vomit in latrines.  These posters hang on the walls of the prison court yard, but it’s hard to see what pur pose they 
serve here other than to empha size the stark gap between that which is needed to pre vent cholera, and the government’s 
neglect to pro vide it.

Here, pris on ers are forced to defe cate in buck ets in their cells.  I won der if these are the same buck ets that serve as their 
chairs.

The prison offi cer explains to us that they have no clean water.  The water that is pumped up in the court yard comes from 
the Art i bonite River, the source of the cholera virus.  They use purifi ca tion tablets to treat it, which makes it clean enough 
to bathe in with out get ting skin rashes, but not safe enough to drink.

Clean water and san i ta tion are the two fairly sim ple mea sures that pre vent cholera; in Hait ian pris ons, nei ther is avail-
able.

In the prison office, which smells unmis tak ably of chlo rine, an old black board dis plays the prison inven tory.  There are 
379 men and 18 women.  192 of the men and 6 of the women are serv ing out their sen tences.  The other half of these peo 
ple are held in pre-trial deten tion and have never been con victed of a crime.

White scratchy let ters at the bot tom of the board tells us there has been one death.  They tell us he fell sick from cholera 
and allegedly refused treat ment.  His pre-trial deten tion turned into a death sentence.

Within the walls of the prison, the government’s com plete dis re gard for human life is unde ni able and inex cus able.  What 
ever mag ni tude and resource chal lenges may excuse the fail ure to con tain cholera out side the prison are obso lete here, 
in this con fined space under com plete state control.

In the oppres sive heat, my anger sim mers.  The state, that took these peo ple into its cus tody with out due process or a 
means to chal lenge their deten tion, has a height ened respon si bil ity to ensure their health and safety.  But instead, pris 
on ers are fed con t a m i nated water at the hands of the state, and no invest ments have been made into even the most 
basic infra struc ture that ensures san i ta tion and pro tects the dig nity of those impris oned.  As of Novem ber 20, 19 pris 
on ers have died of cholera in four pris ons around Haiti.  Many of them had never had a trial, and cholera is the only sen 
tence they have received.



Ezra Millstein
Habitat for Humanity International CARREFOUR, HAITI (2/9/10)-five year-old Jonas Joseph, his eight year-old 

sister Marie and 12 year-old brother Jeff are silhouetted against the wall of a tent, in the midst of a tent city that 
serves as a temporary home for 350 families.
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Grassroots International Local rice production by members of PAPDA (Haitian Platform to Advocate Alternative 
Development) in the North’s lowlands.

Lambi Fund - Community Ox-Plow Service
Lambi Fund partnered with a local organization in Southern Haiti to help launch a community ox-plow service. 
This allows community members to plow their fields in a fraction of the time affordably- increasing efficiency 
and overall crop production.
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Salena Tramel
Grassroots International Earthquake survivors learning to work the land after migrating to the North in the 

wake of the disaster with PAPDA (Haitian Platform to Advocate for Alternative Development) .
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Grassroots International The next generation in a family of community organizers.



Roselene Pierre-Louis – Locadi, Jacmel
By Linda Boucard, Communications Director, Fonkoze USA, March 2010

At 56, anyone would understand why Roselene could just give up. She 
worked all her life to accumulate a few, critical assets, only to see them 
destroyed in less than one minute. “I was proud of my small home, and 
it was well covered.”

Referring to the hurricanes of 2008, Roselene said, “when 2009 came 
and went with no big storms, it was a big relief.” Roselene was one of 
the Fonkoze clients who lost her business, garden, and livestock in the 
hurricanes, and benefitted from Fonkoze’s Kredi Siklon program (Hur-
ricane Credit) launched at the time to recapitalize members. “After the 
hurricanes, I worked harder than ever, and it felt good, Fonkoze helped 
me to regain my confidence and start over again.”

Roselene has 9 children ranging from ages 12 to 35, and a total of 10 
grandchildren. She does not have a husband and presently takes care 
of 3 of her own children and 4 grandchildren. Her children and grand-
children are her pride and joy, and she devotes her time making sure 
they get an education. Her courage is what keeps them all going, “I 
have faced many hardships in my life; the earthquake is the worst be-
cause it has damaged us in every way.”

Again, Roselene will have to start over, she says her spirit is not broken, 
she is still surrounded by the love of her children and she is still a client 
of Fonkoze. “My credit agent came to see me a couple of days after the 
quake, I knew he had lost his home as well, but he was there reassur-

ing me that we will make it.” That, she said is also a big reason she will not give up. Roselene’s depot where she keeps her 
commerce near the open market was ransacked and she lost most of her stock, “I had some things at my home, and I have 
my Fonkoze bank account. I am starting again with the little merchandize I have left.”

Roselene will put her business and life back in place. She finds strength because she knows she is a “member of a group of 
women who have been given second chances, but with Fonkoze, we keep getting these chances whenever we think all is 
lost.”

Photos by Darcy Kiefel for Fonkoze
Roselene with son above, and with her solidarity group.
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Habitat for Humanity International CABARET, HAITI (2/5/10)-Twelve year-old Tediphus Joseph. His family’s Habi-
tat house withstood the earthquake of January 12th. It is one of 183 Habitat homes in the area, which were the 
closest Habitat houses to the epicenter of the earthquake.

Melissa Winkler
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) Distribution of hygiene kits and personal and household supplies to 
women and girls living in camps and settlements. 
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